Core Principles Policy Ask
Ensure representation of young farmers in 1

decision-making bodies

Context

The young farmers faces many obstacles when starting a farm business or taking over an
existing one, whether through a family or non-family transfer. In addition to the significant
financial investment required to establish themselves, their age and experience can create
additional challenges. Perceptions surrounding young people in entrepreneurship can also
negatively influence financial institutions and government bodies when it comes to
providing financial support.

The realities of starting or taking over a farm business have changed considerably over the
past 30 years. Today’s young farmers face higher start-up costs, limited access to land,
fluctuating interest rates and more demanding consumer expectations than ever before. To
address these challenges, they must pursue further training, build stronger networks and
innovate. The young farmers has first-hand expertise in these realities and must have a
voice in decision-making processes.

The rate of generational renewal in Canadian agriculture has fallen drastically in recent
years. In 2001, there were 53 young farmers for every 100 farmers aged 55 and over;
today, that number has fallen to 16. In addition, an estimated $50 billion in agri-food
assets will be transferred over the next 10 years. It is therefore essential to give the young
farmers opportunities to play an active role in shaping the future of agriculture and to
contribute their expertise to the issues that will guide planning in the years ahead.

In a context that calls for action, it is important to recognize that the challenges facing the
young farmers are numerous and cannot simply be attributed to a lack of experience or
credibility. The accumulation of capital in family farm businesses represents a major
challenge for family transfers, which still accounted for 54% of farm transfers in 2021,
while the average farm is now worth more than $4 million. Although less common, non-
family transfers, which account for 10%, are also affected by rising asset values and do not
necessarily benefit from a potential reduction in the purchase price. Transferring a farm
business is a complex and demanding process that is unique to each operation. For 36% of
young farmers, starting a new farm business is the best way to bring their project to life.
However, this option comes with equally complex challenges.
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The young farmers must have a voice on national issues that will have a significant impact
on the future of their profession. The development of energy projects such as wind farms,
for example, will affect land prices and access to farmland, further complicating the
establishment of the young farmers. It is also essential to include them in discussions
surrounding the construction of a high-speed rail line across agricultural land, which could
cut through many farms.

FRAQ represents the voice of the young farmers throughout Quebec. In doing so, it
supports their aspirations by working to improve the conditions in which they establish
themselves and by promoting the farming profession. This work includes advocating for
changes to programs and improvements to financial assistance. FRAQ seeks to raise
awareness of its members’ realities by placing them at the heart of decision-making
processes and by ensuring that agricultural programs take into account the specific
challenges they face in the current context.

Policy Ask

The young farmers are calling for government bodies to formally integrate them into
decision-making structures, recognizing their essential expertise in understanding the
context in which they operate and regarding major energy and transportation projects.
They are also calling on UPA federations that administer support programs for the young
farmers to make FRAQ membership a requirement for the entire duration of those
programs.

The young farmers are specifically asking Les Producteurs de lait du Québec (PLQ) to
amend their regulations regarding the representation of young farmers in their decision-
making bodies. Currently, the term of office for a voting representative of the young
farmers are only two years, without renewal. The young farmers are asking that this
position be renewable without a term limit, allowing its representatives to more effectively
advocate for the issues affecting young farmers in this sector.
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