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Context

L’ARTERRE is a networking service offered in over 40 regional county municipalities
(RCMs) across Quebec, focused on supporting and connecting the young farmers with
those retiring. It contributes to the growth and dynamism of agriculture throughout
Quebec. With over 1,800 young farmers supported and more than 230 successful
connections made, LARTERRE has a positive impact on the agricultural community for
both retiring farmers and young farmers.

Currently, LARTERRE's funding depends on operating agreements with regional county
municipalities (RCMs) and regional partners. These agreements are short-term, lasting
only two or three years. This makes training and staff retention very difficult.

Indeed, only 25% of L’ARTERRE's outreach workers agree to renew their contracts,
resulting in a loss of experienced resources. It should also be noted that the deployment of
new resources in the regions is fraught with obstacles due to regionalized funding.
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As can be seen since April 1, 2026, this fragility has direct impacts on the ground since the
RCMs of Montérégie have decided not to renew the service agreement.

It is necessary to consider a national funding model by the government.

Policy Ask

To ensure consistency in service delivery and prevent the loss of trained personnel, the
young farmers believe it is necessary to review LARTERRE's funding model. In addition to
funding for a national coordination team, the government should also support all regional
human resources to ensure their long-term sustainability.

' Financial assistance for maintaining L’ARTERRF’s services

Until December 1, 2026, regional county municipalities (RCMs) can apply for regional
funding of up to $25,000 per year for a period of two years through the MAPAQ's

L’ARTERRE en région ministerial initiative. These funds will help RCMs participating in the
services offered by LARTERRE.
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