Improve Access to Farmland Policy Ask

Better regulation of residential construction and 1 8
land subdivision in agricultural zones

Context

The construction of extremely high-value residences in agricultural zones, for example,
greatly affects the transferability of farms and access to the young farmers. It is also
important to establish mechanisms that allow young farmers to own the land they
cultivate.. Even though alternative models are increasingly common in agriculture, many
young farmers still want to live on their farms. To address this difficulty in accessing land
ownership, controlled subdivision may seem like a promising approach. However, the
young farmers emphasizes that a framework and tools must define and control this
subdivision to limit the risk of abuses.

In Quebec, 64% of the agricultural zone consists of lots smaller than 4 hectares, which
means there could be a high number of transactions, but not all of them are currently
occupied by agricultural projects. Small agricultural areas therefore exist for the young
farmers, but these are inaccessible due to their cost and competition from urban areas,
which drives up transaction values in agricultural zones.

Policy Ask

The young farmers are asking the Quebec government to set maximum limits on the size or
cost of new construction to curb the building of "mansion houses" and ensure uniformity of
construction across the province. For properties that already include a residence, the young
farmers are asking for restrictions on their separation as much as possible to avoid creating
technical and social problems.

A minimum waiting period could be established, after which, if a business can demonstrate
its profitability, the construction of a residence would be permitted. In addition, a program
to revitalize the built heritage in areas surrounding farms should be developed. This
program should prioritize the purchase or rental of houses by the young farmers in villages
near their production sites.
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