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For many years, the proportion of the provincial budget allocated to the Ministère de
l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de l’Alimentation du Québec (MAPAQ) has been barely 1%,
despite the support measures introduced as part of recovery policies in response to crises
affecting the agricultural sector. There has even been a significant decrease, as it
represented approximately 1.2% of Quebec's total budget between 2009 and 2015. By
comparison, since 2001, governments worldwide have devoted on average more than 1.5%
of their spending to agriculture (2.1% in 2022).

Once again this year, the scenario is repeating itself and failing to address the pressing
concerns of the young farmers, for whom the profitability of their businesses is
compromised. These businesses have been particularly affected by soaring inflation, rising
input costs, and the recent rise in interest rates, whose effects are still being felt. During the
establishment phase, young farmers are particularly vulnerable to a lack of financial
resources. For many, the dream of making a living from farming is in jeopardy if the Quebec
government does not prioritize achieving food sovereignty and supporting local agriculture.

In order to meet the various demands of the young of farmers, it is essential that the
MAPAQ have access to greater funding so that its various institutions are adequately funded
to fulfill their mandates.

Policy Ask

2Increase the MAPAQ budget
Core Principles

Increase the MAPAQ budget
The young farmers are asking the provincial government to increase the percentage
allocated to the agriculture portfolio to 2% of the provincial budget and to adopt a truly
innovative and forward-thinking agricultural policy to ensure the implementation of the
demands of the young farmers.

Furthermore, the young farmers are asking for a review of the municipal funding formula so
that the sums allocated to the Programme de crédit de taxes foncières agricoles are
allocated to another MAPAQ expenditure item so that the increase in the latter's budget
directly benefits agricultural producers.
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