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Dairy production is difficult for the young farmers to access. Acquiring expensive quotas,
while essential for protecting production, represents an additional challenge in a context
that is already very difficult for the young farmers in general.

Among the support measures for new dairy farmers, two main tools facilitate the
establishment and transfer of dairy businesses: the start-up assistance program and the
quota loan program. In the case of the latter, quota repayment is mandatory after a certain
number of years. By the time the quota loaned by the program is repaid, the farms have
developed the capacity to produce that quantity of milk.

However, during the SCVQ's monthly auction, companies that are still repaying their
quotas are penalized in their chances and means of repurchasing quotas. This is because
the SCVQ includes maximum bid limits and grants a purchasing priority equivalent to the
quantity of quotas that must be surrendered monthly. This prioritization reduces the
potential number of purchases a producer with a surrender obligation can make compared
to other producers.

Policy Ask

21Centralized quota sales system 
for young farmers

Support Our Farming Models

Quota relief
The young farmers are calling for measures to encourage them to enter the dairy sector by
facilitating their access to production quotas and offering support tailored to their specific
needs. Therefore, the current penalty in the SCVQ auction system for young dairy farmers
should be corrected.

Following comments from several young farmers at the 2026 Annual General Meeting of
Les Producteurs de  du Québec (PLQ), the specialized federation committed to examining
the issue of quotas for young farmers over the coming year.
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