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The Initiative ministérielle Relève agricole et entrepreneuriat (IMRAE) program is highly
valued by young farmers, and each application period demonstrates its popularity. For this
reason, it is important to continue improving the Initiative and adjusting its criteria to
ensure they reflect the needs of young farmer’s businesses. In recent IMRAE application
periods, an accelerated process was introduced for projects submitted by young farmers
generating higher revenues from their farm businesses. This process reduced application
processing times by more than two-thirds. Changes like these help support the
development of young farmer’s businesses and are greatly appreciated. The rejection rate
also decreased to just 12%, compared with 27% under the previous version of the
Initiative.
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The most recent IMRAE application period closed extremely quickly. After just 24 hours, all
funding allocated to the Initiative had already been exhausted. This clearly demonstrates
the need for funding for young farmer’s projects, as different young farmers apply each
year. Increasing the funding available and making application periods more predictable

would allow even more young farmers to benefit from this valuable support.
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These elements demonstrate the importance of continuously improving programs to
ensure that government criteria remain aligned with realities on the ground.

After several years of successive crises in agriculture, the cost of investments for farm
businesses has increased dramatically, while debt levels continue to rise. These conditions
are particularly challenging for young farmers, whose businesses are often less resilient to
significant interest rate increases, disastrous growing seasons and other challenges.

IMRAE is specifically designed to support young farmers and, because of its popularity, its
funding is quickly exhausted. However, uncertainty surrounding its renewal and the
unpredictability of its application periods make it difficult for young farmers to plan when
and how much funding may be available.

It can be difficult and restrictive for young farmers to wait for the announcement of
available funding and application periods when opportunities arise in the meantime. Some
projects may have to be postponed in order to qualify for the Initiative, while others may
need to move forward immediately, causing applicants to miss the opportunity to receive
available financial support.
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Increase in the budget allocation
The young farmers are asking the MAPAQ to increase the budget envelope for the Initiative
ministérielle Relève agricole et entrepreneuriat (IMRAE).

Increase in financial assistance
The young farmers are asking the MAPAQ to double the financial assistance available for
projects submitted under the Initiative, bringing it to an amount of $50,000.

Application period and minimum amount
The young farmers are asking MAPAQ to allow businesses to submit multiple project
applications during each application period of the Initiative. They are also asking for a
review of the minimum application amount to ensure that young farmers have access to all
available funding.

Permanence and predictability
Finally, the young farmers are asking the MAPAQ to ensure the Initiative's continuity by
announcing a stable budget that can be adjusted according to needs. They are also asking
the MAPAQ to provide greater predictability for the Initiative by setting specific dates for
project submission periods.
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Year after year, the government continues to give young farmers from across Quebec
access to IMRAE by making changes that allow a wider range of profiles to benefit from
the program. Once again this year, the program was highly popular and all available
funding was allocated.

Return of IMRAE
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