
Many societal pressures and expectations are exerted on agricultural practices: water
withdrawal, pesticide use, greenhouse gas emissions, protection of wetlands, widening of
riparian buffer strips, environmental permits, impact of animal waste, etc. Animal welfare is
also added to the environmental issues: free-stall housing, equipment and handling, space,
improved housing, enriched environment, etc. 

While necessary and desirable, these changes in practices entail massive costs,
particularly for the young farmers who already lack the liquidity to make such investments
in their often barely profitable businesses. In addition to the high costs, a lack of support for
regulatory changes is felt on the ground. This situation often leads to a misunderstanding
of obligations and a lack of knowledge of current regulations.

In addition to public pressure, agricultural businesses are bearing the brunt of climate
change. From the recurring droughts of the past decade to the catastrophic 2023 season,
which resulted in record levels of compensation claims from the FADQ, the young farmers
are facing a climate that is forcing them to rethink their practices. As part of a generation
highly aware of environmental issues, Quebec's young farmers are also seeking to reduce
the environmental impact of their operations.

Whether through the use of renewable energy, maintaining soil quality, protecting
biodiversity and drinking water, using chemical inputs responsibly, or implementing
innovative practices, the young farmers arestriving to ensure the sustainability of their way
of life. However, improving their environmental footprint should not come at any cost;
these efforts must be supported. Therefore, to address environmental challenges, more
financial assistance is needed to support the agriculture of tomorrow.

Finally, with high hopes placed in the hands of the young farmers and their desire to do
better, it is important to ensure that courses on regulations and permitted limits are
mandatory in agricultural training programs. Training is an essential tool for the young
farmers, over 85% of whom now hold a post-secondary diploma.

Policy Ask

6Additional support for agri-environmental
measures and the agroecological transition

Improve financial support
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Context



.
To the provincial government
The young farmers are calling for the creation of a new ecological transition program or the
integration into an existing program of an element aimed at investing in renewable energy
production infrastructure with a direct incentive for the young farmers.

The young farmers are also asking that the minimum eligibility threshold for financial
assistance at the time of application be lowered to $1,000 in expenses, and that
reimbursement enhancements for young farmers be increased in MAPAQ and FADQ
programs.

Next, the young farmers are asking that regulatory elements on the environment and on
animal welfare be included in all agricultural training courses to facilitate their integration
into businesses.

Finally, in order to support agricultural businesses and give them the tools to meet their
legal obligations, the young farmers are asking that training on regulatory changes
concerning the environment and animal welfare be systematically put in place and that the
coverage of this training be uniform and accessible.

To the federal government
The young farmers are demanding that budgets allocated to planting agricultural land in
certain regions also be eligible for any green energy project in the agricultural sector as
well as farming practices that capture greenhouse gases.
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We should therefore take advantage of the increasing level of education and
professionalization in agriculture to strengthen the knowledge of all young farmers. To
further develop and update this knowledge, training should also be provided by the
relevant authorities whenever changes are introduced, as continuing education remains a
widely used and accessible tool.
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