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The past few years have been marked by a drastic increase
in input prices and production costs, increasingly frequent
extreme weather events, significant interest rate
fluctuations, and strained relations with our southern
neighbors. These events have created conditions that
directly impact farmers, particularly the young farmers. This
situation has plunged many agricultural businesses into
precarious financial situations, leaving them worried about
the future.

According to FADQ financial data, Quebec’s net farm income
was negative in 2025. The FADQ directly identifies very
high interest rates as a contributing factor. This
unprecedented situation underscores the importance of
significant investment.
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7Implementation of coordinated measures to
support young farmers and prevent crisis situations

According to a survey
conducted by the UPA in
the spring of 2023, one in

ten farms planned to close.

For the young farmers,
three out of ten did not

expect to still be in
operation in the summer of

2024.

This situation is alarming for the young farmers, particularly those just starting out, who
are unfortunately facing even greater financial insecurity. Indeed, when starting a farm,
several expenses are unavoidable to reach a viable level of productivity. With the economic
conditions of recent years, coupled with rising farmland prices, this level is becoming
increasingly difficult to reach. Faced with successive crises, it is essential to provide these
new farmers with a stable situation so they can ensure better profitability for their
businesses, especially since the establishment period now extends over 10 years, not 5 as
previously indicated. This stabilization also requires greater protection against interest
rates, as these represent one of the main causes of profitability problems.

The instability caused by these environmental, diplomatic, financial and other crises further
weakens the resilience of young farmer’s businesses and our agricultural model,
intensifying the feeling of constantly being on the edge of a precipice when entering
agriculture. It is time for governments to implement proactive response mechanisms rather
than waiting for crises to arise and jeopardize Quebec farm businesses and the
sustainability of our agricultural model.
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To the provincial government
The young farmers are calling for a swift update of the ASRA programs, both in terms of
income and production costs, and for ASRA contributions to be included in the calculation
of production costs. It is also asking for improvements to existing programs, including AGRI
and ASREC, to better reflect the realities faced by young farmers.

The young farmers are asking that the Programme de protection contre la hausse des taux
d’intérêt be amended so that Sécuri-Taux Relève applies to 100% of the interest portion
exceeding 3%, regardless of the client’s education level, and that the maximum coverage
threshold be increased from $500,000 to $2 million. It is also asking that the program’s
duration be extended to 10 years.

At the various levels of government
The young farmers are calling for the implementation of a wage support program for
agricultural businesses while ensuring the maintenance of equity based on experience and
skills, and allowing for job stability.
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In 2024, the Quebec government announced an emergency measure providing uniform
interest rate protection of 4% under the Sécuri-Taux program for all young farmers. This
transitional measure ended on April 1, 2026. Since then, the government has maintained
uniform coverage regardless of education level and set interest rate protection at 5%,
rather than the previous 5%, 6% and 7% rates based on program tiers. Despite this
change, it is important to highlight the elimination of the education-based classification
and the adjustment to the lowest percentage across all tiers.

Renewal of the Sécuri-Taux Relève program at 5%

The FADQ has begun a review of insurance and income protection programs. The young
farmers encourage them to continue consulting with stakeholders in the field to improve
the programs' components.
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