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Cost reduction for Class 1 driver's licenses 
The young farmers areasking the Quebec government to reduce the costs associated with
mandatory training for agricultural businesses that deliver farm products and require the
use of heavy vehicles. Without reducing the time required for essential training, the young
farmers believe it is possible to subsidize training costs through support programs to
facilitate obtaining a driver's license and ensure greater road safety.

Policy Ask

9Reduction of Class 1 driver’s licence
training costs

Improve financial support

Since December 2025, it has been mandatory for anyone driving
a heavy goods vehicle to complete 125 hours of training in order
to obtain their Class 1 driving licence. This announcement follows
several deaths involving vehicles requiring this type of licence.

It is clear that training remains essential for maintaining road
safety. However, by mandating this type of training, young
farmers who need to use heavy trucks to transport their crops or
other goods will have to pay significant sums. Despite very low
administrative fees paid to the Société de l’assurance automobile
du Québec (SAAQ), this adds over $10,000 in training costs to
the already high expenses of establishing an agricultural
business.

Without diminishing the importance of this training, we must
question the ability of young farm businesses or farm businesses
undergoing a transfer to afford these additional expenses.

In Alberta, since April
1, 2024, a special
permit has been

available for
agricultural producers.
The Farm-Restricted

Class 1 Driver’s Licence
is issued to individuals
who exclusively deliver

agricultural products
within a specific

territory, primarily
limited to Alberta's

borders.
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